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Preface 
 
The following presentation contains the contributions presented at the Third TASTE workshop, 
“Pre-analytical issues in pathology”, held on the 19th of October 2013 in Porto, Portugal. The 
workshop has been developed in the context of the activities of the TASTE project 
“Telepathological ASsessment of histopathological and cytological TEchniques“, funded with the 
support from the European Commission. 
 
This publication reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission cannot be held 
responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein. 
 
These proceedings are published on the TASTE project website www.tasteproject.eu . 
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Workshop Introduction  
 

 
This workshop is designed for all professionals involved in manufacturing and assessing 

histological, cytological, immuno-histological and molecular techniques used in routine diagnostic 

pathology and cytology. Pathologists, pathology residents, histo-technicians, cyto-technicians, 

medical students and student technicians are welcome to participate. This meeting will provide 

information regarding the TASTE project which is part of the European Commission’s Lifelong 

learning project. It is devoted to set technical standards in pathology. Standardized optimal 

technical quality is certainly important on every day practice of every pathology department. Digital 

pathology allows open circulation of virtual slides throughout many countries of the world. It will 

be used in the TASTE project. The goals of discussion, training and technical standardization will 

be achieved by collecting top quality, average quality and artifact-damaged preparations and 

archiving them in a digital web based archive. The images will thereafter be standardized through 

user assessment sessions and made available for the interested professionals all over the world. This 

third TASTE workshop will focus on the importance of pre-analytical issues in the quality of the 

histological and cytological material as well as in the application of ancillary techniques in these 

materials, illustrating the benefits of standardization. 
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